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April's Meeting
April 12, 2014 at 6PM the board meeting will start followed by the regular meeting at
7PM. We will be meeting at the Sheriff Station on 65th Ave (7000 65th Ave, Sacramento,
CA 95823). This month we will have Arnold KQ6DI covering Modes & Bandwidth. Updates on Field Day planning.
May's Meeting Primer
At the May 10 meeting, Rich Harrington, KN6FW, will be giving a talk and demonstration about Transmitter Hunting. Transmitter hunting can be a sport type of event,
used to track down interference or determine noise source locations. Rich has been giving
presentations at PACIFICON Ham conferences as well as many club meetings for many
years. Rich also teaches Ham-Cram type courses a couple times a year. Bring your HT
and know how to change the frequency. There will be a hands on demo to find a hidden
transmitter and you will need the HT to participate.
Sacramento County ARES
The next meeting will be in May. April is a busy month for many hams and so it
was decided to postpone the meeting until May. More information will be provided at a
later time. For more information on Sacramento County ARES visit http://
saccountyares.org.
ARRL Centennial QSO Party
The ARRL Centennial QSO Party is a year-long operating event that celebrates hams
making contacts. In the end you will have accumulated points, worked new stations and
made new friends all over the world.
The Centennial QSO Party is made-up of two main activities: (1) W1AW operating portable
in each state and most territories; and (2) The Centennial Points Challenge which is the
accumulation of points from qualifying contacts made throughout 2014. To have a score
listed online in the Points Challenge competition, logs must be submitted through the
Logbook of the World (LoTW) system.
W1AW will be on the air from every state and most territories, and it will be easy to work
WAS working only W1AW portable operations. This is the first ARRL-sponsored operating
event where every member is worth at least one point, so work as many points as you can
during 2014! Earn awards based upon points, working all states or working W1AW portable in every state and territory. This is an on-the-air event like no other.
For more information and source visit: http://www.arrl.org/centennial-qso-party
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EGFARC Club Information
Contact: Web Page http://egfarc.org Email egfarc@egfarc.org
Board of Directors:

Email:

President:

Eric Guenzler, KG6BZT

president@egfarc.org

Vice President:

Brandon Muncy, KJ6NEF

vicepresident@egfarc.org

Secretary:

Christine Lay, KG6JFO

secretary@egfarc.org

Treasurer:

William Petersen, KJ6NEG

treasurer@egfarc.org

Training Officer:

Dennis Bartholmew, AF6TR

trainingofficer@egfarc.org

Event Chairperson:

Open

Chair Member 1:

Steve Hartzell, W6WBO

w6wbo@egfarc.org

Chair Member 2:

Dave Martin, WB6YLK

wb6ylk@egfarc.org

Chair Member 3:

Arnold Harding, KQ6DI

kq6di@egfarc.org

Appointments:

Email:

Newsletter Editor:

Eric, KG6BZT

newsletter@egfarc.org

Membership:

Arnold, KQ6DI

kq6di@egfarc.org

Field Day Chairman: Fred, W7KOZ

w7koz@egfarc.org

Activities:

Open

Web Site:

Eric, KG6BZT

kg6bzt@egfarc.org

Net Coordinator:

Arnold, KQ6DI

kq6di@egfarc.org

Call Sign Trustee:

Steve, W6WBO w6wbo@egfarc.org

Meetings:
The Board meeting is held at 6PM on the second Saturday of the month. The regular
club meeting follows at 7PM. The location is the Sheriff Station at 7000 65th Ave, Sacramento, CA 95823. Please check the website for current information regarding the club.
Membership:
Membership dues are $20 USD and paid annually. $10 USD per additional family
members at the same address. Newly licensed amateur radio operators will receive a
complimentary one year membership for the current year in which they earned their
license.
Nets:
We hold a weekly net every Saturday at 7PM except for the second Saturday when our
monthly meeting is held. Our net is conducted on simplex using 147.555 MHz as primary and 147.525 MHZ as a backup. Following the closing of the simplex net we conduct the net again on the N6NA repeater, 145.250 MHz (-) pl tone 162.2 Hz.
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EGFARC Club Information
Contact: Web Page http://egfarc.org Email egfarc@egfarc.org
Nets Continued:
We are always looking for additional members to be Net Control operators. We have
enough Net Control operators that each person usually is Net Control no more than once
every month. We would like to encourage others to try. We provide all of the information
necessary except a radio and your voice. Please contact any of the net control operators
during a net and let us know of your interest, and we will give you the necessary information. You can even be a standby operator in the event the normal Net Control operator is
not available. Contact Arnold at kq6di@egfarc.org if you are interested in being a Net Control Operator or stand by operator.
Email Group:
Email Group for the Elk Grove - Florin Amateur Radio Club. This email group has
been created to provide a common forum for club members. Announcements, comments,
questions, hints and general discussion is encouraged. Group membership is restricted to
members so unrelated announcements aren't a problem. https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/
groups/elkgroveflorinarc/info (currently you need to login to Yahoo to view the page) You
can join the email group by sending an email to elkgroveflorinarcsubscribe@yahoogroups.com.

EGFARC Meeting Minutes for March 8, 2014
Board Meeting called to order at 6:15p.m. Quoram present
1: Minutes of the February meeting were read and approved.
2: Treasurers report was given via Brandon. We have $798.10 in the checking. We purchased 2 RV sites and 2 tent sites for the upcoming field day at the cost of $200.00
3: Arnold states that there are still some outstanding dues to be collected.
4: We discussed future topics for the meetings. A potential “parking lot fox hunt” is one
choice. This will be discussed as a possibility for May as we need more evening light. Another topic is “introduction to Transmitters”. At the June meeting we will be finalizing the
details for the Field Day.
5: Brandon has agreed to take notes for me in April as I will be on vacation.
6: Unf. Business: Arnold states that he has run into a brick wall in respects to the Running of the Elk marathon. Bonnie has volunteered to contact someone she knows who
might be able to help.
7: Unf. Business: Dennis is gong to do more research on the mailing of postcards to hams
in the area to generate more interest in the club. He will be researching cost and areas to
target.
8: New Business: Dues issue…a motion was made by Steve, 2nd by Arnold that new members joining partially through the year will pay $5.00 for a full or partial quarter for the remainder of the calendar year. The calendar year quarters are described as Feb/Mar/Apr
($20.00); May/June/July($15.00); Aug/Sept/Oct($10.00); and Nov/Dec($5.00). Board vote
was unanimous.
9: Dennis is selling raffle tickets for the Sacramento Amateur Radio Club to assist them is
recouping monetary losses due to tax/IRS issues.
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EGFARC Meeting Minutes for March 8, 2014 continued
Motion to adjourn

General Meeting called to order at 7:10p.m.
1: Minutes of the February meeting were read and approved as read. Motion made by Dave and 2 nd by Dennis.
2: Treasurers report given via Brandon. It is reported that we have $798.10 in the checking account. We
reserved 2 RV sites and 2 tent sites for the upcoming Field Day in June at the cost of $200.00.
3: Arnold states that there are still some outstanding dues to be paid .
4: Mother Lode DX has invited our members to their club to listen to an expedition on March 22, 2014. The
meeting is at Max’s Restaurant in Auburn, Ca. RSVP. Cost is $18.
6: There is a Valley of the Moon ham fest on April 26, 2014 at the Sonora Veterans Building from 8-12noon.
The cost is $8.00.

7: Field Day update—Per Bonnie, we were too late for reserving 3 rv sites but we did get 2
and 2 tent sites. We are limited to 6 vehicles. If we get an actual headcount for that day
we may be able to get more vehicles in at a cost of $10 a vehicle if you are under 65 or
$8.00 a vehicle if you are over 65. We can also consider carpooling in from the main gate.
Bonnie has a signup sheet for members to sign up on as to what they would like to do that
day in regards to radios. Friday is set up day of camp sites only. Sat at 9:00am we will
start the set up with take down on Sunday at 11am. She also has a list for the ARRL commemorative t-shirts and hats if you are interested. Shirts are $12.95 and hats are $9.95.
The date for Field Day is June 28-29, 20014.
8: Sacramento Amatuer Radio Club is selling raffle tickets to raise funds. See Dennis for
tickets. They are raffling off a 2m/20m radio and a couple of Texas Roadhouse gift certificates. Tickets are 1 for $1 and 6 for $5.
9: Paul introduced a guest-Vince Cracchiolo (KI6NHP)- who is going to be the contact person for this years Clarksburg Country Run on Nov. 9, 2014. If you are interested in participating this year, as we did last year, please contact Vince at 916/716-6045 or email at
Vsicilian@comcast.net.
10: Arnold has run into a brick wall in regards to the Running of the Elk Marathon. No
one will get back to him and he doesn’t want to push them. Bonnie says she may be able
to get info from a contact she has. Arnold did say that there is a 10mile bike ride in Elk
Grove that he is going to check into that would be perfect for us.
11: Arnold brought in some APRS trackers for the group to look at that he uses for bike
races and other events.
12: April 26th is a Community Day of Service in the Mack Road area and Brandon said
they would like about 30 hams for the event. This event looks to spruce up the neighborhoods and businesses with cleanup, painting, planting and things of the sort. See Brandon for more details.
13: Pam has asked that we possibly change the format of our Christmas Potluck this
year. We need to make it more interesting with maybe a raffle or maybe asking other
clubs to join us.
14: Dwayne displayed a mini computer b ox that “does it all”. It is foreign and is a “Solid
Run Cuvox Pro”.
15: Fred and Dwayne put on a digital mode presentation. They discussed the differences
between the PSK-3 and the MT-63. They had 2 computer/radio stations set up and proceeded to send messages back and forth to each other.
Motion to adjourn at 8:15
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W7KOZ on the ARRL Centennial Contest
A tidbit of news from Fred the W7KOZ station regarding your article on W1AW. In my
quest to find the perfect all band HF antenna, I took down my balanced, center-fed, 135'
long wire dipole, replacing with a 135' off-center fed antenna that is supposed to be efficient on several bands. In the process, I also had to fabricate a 4:1 current balun
(BALanced to UNbalanced, 50 ohm coaxial cable input to 200 ohm output to each leg of
the 45' / 90', Windom Style antenna). Anyway, first contact logged on 23 Feb. was
W1AW/4 (portable 4) on 12 meters in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida. Exciting, perfect copy and
my first ever contact on 12 meters. The W1AW station was very cordial and professional.
Think the new antenna is better than the old, so will leave up until finding the elusive,
perfect, all-band antenna.
Fred Sellstrom, W7KOZ

Emergency Response Communications
On Saturday, March 1st, there was a gathering in Sacramento for LDS hams from northern California and western Nevada. I saw people from Reno, Modesto, San Jose and other
far-reaching cities. About 120 attended. We took a poll and out of the 120, about 6 were
not hams, so a large majority were.
We had a main meeting to disseminate general information. Then we broke up into hourlong lectures – about 4 in all. One class was put on by Edison Fong, maker of the Ed Fong
PVC 2 meter/440 antenna. He explained how antennas work and how to get the most Db
out of them.
Another class was about digital communication, using an outdated router to digitally link
several computers together. According to the presenter, some routers work in the 2.4 GHz
range, which happens to be in a ham band. This allows the reconfiguration of routers by
downloading software that converts the router to ham operation. I hope to gather more
information to experiment with this form of communication.
We also had several demonstrations and displays, including an HF antenna kit that sold
for $10 and is capable of 80 through 10 meters without an antenna tuner. We also had a
20 foot-long chart, showing the entire radio spectrum and where ham bands are in the
spectrum.
Still another class showed how to build what is called a flag pole antenna from PVC. The
instructions are attached.
The Red Cross and CERT were also invited and put on their own presentations.
Overall, the meeting we quite well. There were a lot of happy faces and ham radio comradery.
Dennis Bartholomew, AF6TR
For questions, write Dennis at dennis7400@sbcglobal.net
URL’s: http://ercinfo.webs.com/, http://ercinfo2.webs.com/, http://norcalerc.org/
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The Challenge
What would you say if I told you that every time you used the UO-14 Satellite you would
interfere with most of North America using UO-14. Doesn’t sound good does it!
Well, it was happening here in Northern California, and Greg, KO6TH of Alburn, CA asked
the members of the Sunday night Western States/SideWinders on Two Weak Signal Net if
they could help locate the culprit.
The interference wasn’t actually the amateurs using the satellite; it was a Simplex repeater
that was causing the problem. It is one of those items that repeats everything you put into
them. Our wonderful amateurs within/around the CM98, CM89 CM99 area were getting
into the Simplex repeater every time they used the input frequency of UO-14, 145.975.
First things first, as we know it…
Once Greg, KO6TH had asked for help, Bob, K6HEW and myself, W6OMF jumped into my
trusty mobile and headed out to become the knight in shinning armor. Little did we realize
we were in for a challenge of all challenges. For a day and a half we searched. Sitting in
Vacaville, CA the repeater was running about an S-5 with a Vertical at 50’. As we headed
up I-5 north bound, it’s signal strength varied between S-5 to S-8 with a bearing toward
the north east; in the general direction of Grass Valley, CA… As we traveled north we

The Hunters Gather

found a slight swing to the East, but always in the general direction of Grass Valley, CA.
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Continued, The Challenge
So, we headed east and crisscrossed our way through the Sacramento Valley. One of our
stops for another check of its heading was in the town of Nicolas, CA where our hopes
soared, as the signal to my FT-51R handi was 20 over S-9. Traveling down the road three
miles caused the signal to disappear. What! Yes disappear. But wait, a mile further and it
was back to an S-5 and again pointed Easterly. We continued north and around Beale
AFB towards Smartville, CA where it again disappeared and we had to end our day…
Darn. The next day, Glenn, WA6KKK, a new resident of Grass Valley went in search of it
and found himself all over the hills. His persistence in going out and looking lasted
throughout the search and he has many miles to his credit.
A conversation with Arnold, KQ6DI followed and he inturn brought it up at the Livermore
Amateur Radio Klub meeting where Rich, KN6FW was in attendance. Rich is one of those
great amateurs that got into Fox hunting. Rich, KN6FW of Pleasanton was talking with
Don, KD6IRE of San Jose about the great opportunity and one thing led to another, and a
date was selected to head out on a Foxhunt. Tuesday, June 27, 2000 was the date and a
meeting at Bakers Square in West Sacramento was to be the rallying point. Tuesday came
and at 0800 the parking lot of Bakers Square looked like an Amateur Swap meet. The
trusty W6OMF vehicle along with Three Vehicles operated by Rich, KN6FW, Henry,
KF6PCE, and Don, KD6IRE came armed with their Doppler units and antenna arrays.

Larry W6OMF and Rich KN6FW with an Infermoeter getting a bearing
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Continued, The Challenge
Bob, K6HEW with the W6OMF truck came with maps and bearing information supplied to
us by great amateurs, KN6NG, Tony, KE6JDS, Marc, and Paul KA6CHJ. Glenn, WA6KKK
met us and gave us additional information on where he had been and what he had found.
He suggested several spots for bearing information and the pack split up with a common
frequency for simplex work. Of six different headings supplied to us, four crossed within a
mile of one another and were centered just at the North end of a little town of Washington,
CA.
As the search continued with 4 vehicles covering the hills of the Sierras we constantly
were plagued with reflections … Some area would give us Hot Spots that matched any signal strength we had received. At times we would take our beams and turn to four or five
different headings and get the same signal strength. Reflections would show up extremely
strong with the beam Vertical or horizontal. [Hills is a relative term here as the elevations
varied between 2000 and 6000 feet.]
The day of fox hunting was frustrating. Logging roads seem to head everywhere, except in
the direction we wanted to go. Using Rich’s interferometer, we were able to get 4 reasonably good bearings. The bearings all converged in the area near Graniteville, CA, which is 7
miles north east of Washington, CA. Unfortunately, once we had the converging bearings,
we were out of daylight, gas, 15 miles and one ridge away. Henry had enough gas to make
one pass through the town, and reported later that it must be in Graniteville! These fox
hunters are a dedicated bunch, and not finding the fox was unsettling. Henry went back
Wednesday afternoon for about four hours, and got bearings from every high spot he could
find. Rich went back Thursday afternoon, and looked until Friday morning. Friday afternoon, Henry went back up there, and got there not long after Rich had left (he hadn’t
know that Rich had been up there until he got home). Henry had narrowed down the location of the repeater to three logging roads just east and north of Graniteville. Just as he
finished checking out the second road, the repeater quit working. He decided to look up
the third road anyway, and figured that anyone moving in the area would be suspect. As
Henry started up the third road, he met a Jeep coming the other way with a solar panel,
antenna and other parts of the repeater in the back.
The repeater when found was at an elevation of 5250 feet, and was situated such that it
was line of sight, or almost line of sight to many of the places where we took bearings, including Vacaville (totally line of sight at 100 miles), Grass Valley, Bullard Bar Dam (line of
sight to the high spots above the dam), Hwy 20, and the spot on Magnus Orchard Rd.,
where Rich took one of the better bearings with the interferometer.
Bring out your favorite Northern California Map and look up the town of Graniteville, CA.
It is located on the San Juan Ridge and is on page 80 if you have a Delorme Northern California Atlas and Gazetteer. The road on the ridge at this point is called Graniteville Rd, of
course. Follow the road through Graniteville and just East of town you will cross Poorman
Creek. Stop at the creek and look North about 200 yards. That’s it! The place to beat all
places… Look at that terrain, steep canyons, ridges after ridges with roads that only a 4wheel driver could love… For those exact locations: 39deg 26.688min North, 120deg
43.761min West.
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Continued, The Challenge
The individual with the equipment was an older man and appeared to have known that
“someone” was looking for the repeater. This person supplied no real information and his
non-verbal gave us the idea that it would not show up again. Enough said.
Many people were involved with this little project and I would wish I could remember all.
Just know that many, many miles and time were involved in this hunt… Between the price
of gas and the long distances driven I don’t think I could ever repay you all, but I do know
the amateur community really appreciates your great effort. Our thanks to Bob, K6HEW,
Arnold, KQ6DI, Glenn, WA6KKK, Rich, KN6FW, Don, KD6IRE, Henry KF6PCE and many
others that monitored and gave us useful information about the repeater.
73 Larry Hogue, W6OMF/SK, reprint from Arnold Harding, KQ6DI

Three Bearings Converge on the map.
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It’s Time to Upgrade to a General License
It’s the beginning of the year and Field Day is just around the corner. The time is right to
earn your General license. Gain your access to all of the HF bands and enjoy worldwide
communication. In earning your General license you will learn more about our hobby and
become a better communicator. Prepare to help your community when disaster strikes,
sure it’s great to be able to communicate locally with your Technician license but what
about getting the message further away and outside the disaster area. For that you will
need access to the lower bands that you gain by earning your General license. With your
General you will be able to be the control operator at Field Day without having a high class
licensed person standing by should you do something you shouldn’t.
Here is a link to an article titled: Why you should upgrade to General.
There is a good study guide written by Dan Romanchik KB6NU, “No-Nonsense Study
Guides”. He provides free of charge the license guides for Technician and General. You
can download those as PDF’s for free, he does have Amazon Kindle and Barns & Nobel
Nook versions available for a small fee. The Extra Class study guide is available for a
small fee as well. URL: http://www.kb6nu.com/tech-manual/
For those that prefer to take a license upgrade class. Sacramento SHARP is sponsoring a
General license class. The class will start on April 7, 2014 and will be held at the Sheriff’s
Marconi Station (2500 Marconi Ave, Sacramento, CA 95821). For more information contact Mike A. NM3S at nm3s@bluebottle.com.
Find an Amateur Radio License Class: http://www.arrl.org/find-an-amateur-radio-license
-class
Find an Amateur Radio License Exam: http://www.arrl.org/find-an-amateur-radio-license
-exam-session

Here are three great study guides to help you upgrade to General Class.
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Valley of the Moon Amateur Radio Club
presents

AMFEST 2014
Saturday, April 26th,
8 am to 12 noon
Featuring
Swap Meet (indoor and outdoor spaces)
Breakfast
VE Testing Session
Station Demos
Fox Hunt

PLUS: special exhibit of vehicles that support
emergency communications
Radio Control helicopter using 70cm.
On the air demo of FreeDV digital voice on HF

Sonoma Veterans Memorial Building
126 First Street West
Sonoma
For info: 707-935-7441
Volume: 14 Issue: 03

Admission: FREE
Breakfast: $8.00
Talk-in on 145.350 MHz (88.5 pl)
for flyer and map: www.vomarc.org
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AMFEST 2014
Saturday, April 26th,
8 am to 12 noon
Map to Sonoma Hamfest 2014
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Newsletter Articles
Everyone is invited to submit articles, ideas, or information to the newsletter. It’s
our newsletter, and if its is of interest to you, it will interest others. Send articles and photographs to the newsletter editor at newsletter@egfarc.org.

Notice Board
To add/remove notices, contact Eric KG6BZT at kg6bzt@egfarc.org.
This area is available for any EGFARC member new or old to Ham Radio who would like
help with anything, i.e. programming radios, antenna work, advice, computer issues, etc.
Help wanted at Hamfest! I will be attending the North Hills Radio Club Hamfest May
18th to sell some junk, err Stuff. I need a helper along so I can occasionally stretch and
possibly use a restroom. Bring your old stuff to sell, and I'll pay the table fee, or just wander the isles but occasionally stop by! Let me know if you are interested! Arnold KQ6DI,
kq6di@egfarc.org

Copyright
The EGFARC Newsletter is published monthly by the Elk Grove—Florin Amateur Radio Club. Permission is granted for reproduction in whole or in part provided credit is give
to EGFARC and to the article author.
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