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February’s Meeting
February 8, 2014 we will have our regular meeting at 7PM at the Sheriff Station on
th
65 Ave. The board meeting will precede the regular meeting and will start at 6PM. This
month Dennis AF6TR will give a presentation on electricity the essential life source for our
equipment. It will cover the basics of electricity and include some hands on. We will also
have a brief discussion on Field Day locations. If you have not already turned in your
member ship renewal please do so, applications will be available at the meeting.

Sacramento County ARES
February 15, 2014 Sacramento ARES is holding a meeting at 9AM at the Sheriff Station on 65th Ave and Florin Road (7000 65th Ave, Sacramento, CA 95823). If you are planning on attending the meeting contact John at ki6zww@hotmail.com. For more information on Sacramento ARES visit http://sacvalleyares.org.
ARRL Centennial QSO Party
The ARRL Centennial QSO Party is a year-long operating event that celebrates hams
making contacts. In the end you will have accumulated points, worked new stations and
made new friends all over the world.
The Centennial QSO Party is made-up of two main activities: (1) W1AW operating portable
in each state and most territories; and (2) The Centennial Points Challenge which is the
accumulation of points from qualifying contacts made throughout 2014. To have a score
listed online in the Points Challenge competition, logs must be submitted through the
Logbook of the World (LoTW) system.
W1AW will be on the air from every state and most territories, and it will be easy to work
WAS working only W1AW portable operations. This is the first ARRL-sponsored operating
event where every member is worth at least one point, so work as many points as you can
during 2014! Earn awards based upon points, working all states or working W1AW portable in every state and territory. This is an on-the-air event like no other.
For more information and source visit: http://www.arrl.org/centennial-qso-party
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EGFARC Club Information
Contact: Web Page http://egfarc.org Email egfarc@egfarc.org
Board of Directors:
President:

Eric Guenzler, KG6BZT

Vice President:

Brandon Muncy, KJ6NEF

Secretary:

Christine Lay, KG6JFO

Treasurer:

William Petersen, KJ6NEG

Training Officer:

Dennis Bartholmew, AF6TR

Event Chairperson:

Open

Chair Member 1:

Steve Hartzell, W6WBO

Chair Member 2:

Dave Martin, WB6YLK

Chair Member 3:

Arnold Harding, KQ6DI

Appointments:
Newsletter Editor:

Eric, KG6BZT

Membership:

Arnold, KQ6DI

Field Day Chairman: Open
Activities:

Open

Web Site:

Eric, KG6BZT

Net Coordinator:

Arnold, KQ6DI

Call Sign Trustee:

Steve, W6WBO

Meetings:
The Board meeting is held at 6PM on the second Saturday of the month. The regular
club meeting follows at 7PM. The location is the Sherriff Station at 7000 65th Street,
Sacramento, CA 95823. Please check the website for current information regarding the
club.
Membership:
Membership dues are $20 USD and paid annually. $10 USD per additional family
members at the same address. Newly licensed amateur radio operators will receive a
complimentary one year membership for the year in which they earned their license.
Nets:
We hold a weekly net every Saturday at 7PM except for the second Saturday when our
meeting is held. Our net is conducted on simplex using 147.555 MHz as primary and
147.525 MHZ as a backup. Following the closing of the simplex net we conduct the net
over on the N6NA repeater on 145.250 MHz (-) pl tone 162.2 Hz.
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Operating the California QSO Party from Tuolumne County
N6G
Early in 2013 Ian W6TCP and Arnold KQ6DI began some discussions on setting up
an expedition class station for the California QSO Party (CQP). (An expedition class
station is one that is set up specifically for the contest.) The first order of business
was to find a site, and a cabin was available in Tuolumne County near Yosemite.
The first weekend in March, Ian and Arnold made a field trip to the cabin to confirm
that it was a reasonable place, and it was. The first hint of misfortunes to come was
that a shed for a cabin 200 feet away burned down during a lightning storm in November 2012 . The lightning scars on the nearby trees were clearly visible, as was
the track the lightning took across the dirt to get to this shed. Interesting and powerful stuff.
The group of cabins was built in the late 1910’s as housing for a lumber camp, and
they were built as temporary buildings. They now have water and propane, but no
electricity. The nearest electricity is one mile away, so there is very little man-made
electrical noise, but we would need to bring our own generators for power.
With a site selected we added John WB6ETY and Eric KG6BZT to the operations.
Planning continued throughout the year with equipment lists created and missing
items acquired. We needed a beam antenna for 10, 15 and 20 meters, so Ian decided to get a HEXBeam antenna by K4KIO. There was an underused trailer with a
tower, so Ian began preparing the trailer for the HEXBeam.
Just when all of the plans were coming together nicely, the Rim Fire began. Surely
this wouldn’t be an issue because it was nearly 10 miles and 2 river canyons away.
Four days after the Rim Fire began, the area of the cabins was evacuated. Three
days later, the fire was at the edge of the cabins. Firefighters spent two days protecting the cabins from the firestorm which apparently also caused high winds while
they were doing their best to protect the cabins. All the cabins were saved, but
speculation from the cabin owners was that everyone would be kept out of the area
for several months; well beyond CQP. A plan B site needed to be found so Eric volunteered his family’s cabin in El Dorado County. We were relieved to have an alternative site in place in the event that the original cabin was not available in time for
CQP.
The fire came within 100 yards of the cabins in Tuolumne County, and completely
encircled the area. Two weeks after the fire passed the area and two weeks before
CQP, ¾” of rain fell, but that wasn’t enough to put out smoldering trees and
stumps. At the time of CQP, there were still things smoking and occasional tree
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N6G—Continued
stumps would catch fire even though the fire had passed over the area five weeks before. We were relieved that access to the cabin in Tuolumne County was allowed and
we could operate as planned. [As I’m writing this in early Febraury, some of the cabin
owners are continuing to put out nearby stumps and smoldering debris.]
Ian, Eric and Arnold planned on arriving on Wednesday before CQP to start setting
up. The best laid plans… Ian’s work informed him that he would be at work Thursday
and Friday. Eric came down with a cold, and it was mutually decided that he would
stay home until he was better and not share his cold. Ian drove up Wednesday morning and set up the HEXBeam antenna, tower and station with the help of Arnold. Ian
headed home Wednesday evening, after having pizza in Groveland. Thursday Arnold
managed to put an 80 meter OCF dipole antenna 40 feet up in the trees to cover 40
and 80 meters. John arrived Thursday afternoon. On Friday Arnold and John set up
a ¼ wave 40m vertical. Cathi KG6YYY, Chelsea KK6DIP, Eric and Ian arrived Friday
afternoon. This didn’t leave us with a lot of time for any final details to be worked out,
but we got things ready for CQP Saturday morning.

Assembling the HEXBeam

One of our primary goals was to have an enjoyable time. If that meant we would turn
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N6G—Continued
off the radios and go for a hike, then that’s what we would do. We were in a good location with good equipment, so we expected to do well, but our goal was not for the
number of QSOs, but for an enjoyable experience. We were operating for about 20
hours of the contest.

N6G Station— Elecraft K3, KPA500, KAT500

This was Chelsea’s first time on HF and had a control operator always present to help
her. She very quickly became adapt at making calls and logging.
Our operating equipment was an Elecraft K3, KPA500 amplifier, KAT500 Auto-Tuner
and Antenna Switch, a 40 foot trailer tower with HEXBeam K4KIO antenna, a OCF dipole by Hamwaves for 40 & 80 meters, a Honda 3500 watt generator and a Honda
2000 watt inverter generator. N3FJP Logging Software was used and worked well for
our Multi-operator, Single-radio operation.
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N6G—Continued
Cathi KG6YYY planned the meals, purchased the food and was in command of the
kitchen for most of the meals. This kept costs lower, made the best use of the kitchen
facilities available and made for higher quality meals than we could do as individuals.
The food was way more than acceptable and adequate; it was great and amazing; way
better than at any radio expedition that we've ever been on. Having meals together,
often shutting down the radio, was very enjoyable. Thanks to Cathi and Chelsea for all
of their planning, preparation, and cleanup efforts.

N6G—Menu
Thursday
Breakfast – French Toast, Bacon, Juice, Fruit
Lunch – BBQ Bratwurst, Potato salad, Chips, Sauerkraut
Dinner – Lasagna, Salad, Garlic Bread
Friday
Breakfast – Eggs, Bacon, Juice
Lunch – Assorted lunch meats, Cheese on Rolls, Chips
Dinner - Chicken Enchilada Casserole, Lime Cilantro rice,
Mexican Ranch salad
Saturday
Breakfast – Fried pancakes, Sausage, Juices
Lunch – Hamburgers, Potato salad & Chips
Dinner – BBQ Chicken, Garlic potatoes, Corn
Sunday
Breakfast – Frittata Scramble
Lunch – Chicken-n-Pork Stoup

Continued on next page
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N6G—Continued

Continued on next page
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N6G—Continued

Volume: 14 Issue: 01

Page 8

N6G—Continued

Above— Burnt Trees on Evergreen
Road
<
Dotted Red line shows how close the fire
line was to the 40M vertical.
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N6G—Continued

We would have needed a 200ft Tower to clear the trees………..
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N6G—Continued

N6G Team (from Left to Right) Eric KG6BZT, Ian W6TCP, John WB6ETY, Chelsea KK6DIP, Arnold KQ6DI

Apart from very nearly losing our CQP location we met the primary goal of CQP and
had an enjoyable time. Thanks to all the stations that worked us.
The N6G Team.
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Newsletter Articles
Everyone is invited to submit articles, ideas, or information to the newsletter. It’s
our newsletter, and if its is of interest to you, it will interest others. Send articles and photographs to the newsletter editor at newsletter@egfarc.org.

Notice Board
To add/remove notices, contact Eric KG6BZT at kg6bzt@egfarc.org.
This area is available for any EGFARC member new or old to Ham Radio who would like
help with anything, i.e. programming radios, antenna work, advice, computer issues, etc.

Copyright
The EGFARC Newsletter is published monthly by the Elk Grove—Florin Amateur Radio Club. Permission is granted for reproduction in whole or in part provided credit is give
to EGFARC and to the article author.
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